A section on pathology divides cancer of the thyroid into the four main varieties. Of particular interest is the chapter describing medullary cancer, its probable origin, the associated syndromes (among them an inherited neuroendocrine syndrome) and the production of hormones by the tumour. There are additional short chapters on the rarer forms of the disease.
Another section deals with the clinical, computer, X-ray and radioisotope diagnosis of thyroid carcinoma. Treatment depends on the type of tumour, and the controversial arguments for and against radical surgery in any particular patient are clearly laid before the reader. Radiotherapy and hormone treatments are suggested where surgery is inadequate, fails or is inapplicable, and the book is neatly rounded off by analysis and review of treatment in two large series of cases.
PHYLLIS GEORGE
Diseases of the Colon, Rectum and Anus edited by Basil C Morson DM FCPath pp xiii +314 illustrated 50s London: William Heinemann 1969 This book is the first volume in a new series of 'Tutorials in Postgraduate Medicine' and, as might be expected from its title, has a strong St Mark's flavour. It is, in fact, based on the Final Fellowship courses which are held at that hospital, and each chapter is in the form of a lecture delivered by an acknowledged expert in his subject. They make excellent reading and, though the book is small, it certainly covers the field. Good references are given for further study. It is said to be directed particularly to those who are senior registrars, but there are few surgeons at any stage in their career who would not benefit from it and indeed enjoy it. It is strongly recommended. EDWARD For those who like lists this book will be a delight; it will be anathema to those who do not. It comprises lists of causes, associations, mechanisms and complications, with a brief introductory section on how to approach the clinical examination and a concluding portion which details a number of books generally regarded as providing a sound basis in the various medical subspecialties. The lists are provided for some eleven topics ranging from cardiology and chest disease to dermatology and microbiology.
There are two approaches to compiling lists: the anatomical or functional, which the author uses, and which ensures a comprehensive coverage of the subject; and the Bayesian approach. While more difficult to remember in detail, this latter method is preferable, for in listing causes or associations according to their frequency in the population it does provide a more realistic and practical differential diagnosis. IAN This book deals with a rather specialized subject but covers its chosen topic in a very clear and authoritative way. The editor's own contributions in this field have been considerable and he has written one of the chapters on the development of lymphoid tissues, immunoglobulins and complement during embryonic life. Other excellent chapters include one on primary immune paresis by J R Hobbs, and there are notable sections on immunological aspects ofreproduction by W D Billington and on the immunological relationship between mother and feetus by R B McConnell.
Groups of people who share a common interest, whether they are hippies, pop singers or immunologists, inevitably develop their own jargon. A number of disorders of gamma globulin productionthe dysgammaglobulineemiasare referred to, numerically, as Types I to VII, and a rival numerical classification appears in brackets. It would be easier to follow if the chosen names were descriptive. For example, combined yG and yA deficiency is more meaningful than Type I dysgammaglobulinmmia of Rosen and Janeway or Type II dysgammaglobulinwmia of Hobbs. This is a very minor criticism of a well produced book. Both for pediatricians and for immunologists, there is a great deal of fascinating information. For the amount of work that it contains the book is, incidentally, very modestly priced. This admirably concise and authoritative book packs a great deal of information within its 244 pages, and the illustrations are particularly clear and well chosen. Each parasite is described under the following headings: geographical distribution, morphology, habitat, cultural methods (where applicable), life cycle, epidemiology, and pathology. In addition there are notes on symptoms caused by those parasites which are pathogenic to man, on methods of diagnosis and treatment, and there is a useful appendix on simple laboratory methods.
On his own ground as a pathologist the author cannot be faulted, but when touching upon chemotherapy it is clear that experience is lacking, for no clinician treating kala-azar or cutaneous leishmaniasis would give such small injections as 02 g of sodium stibogluconate (Pentostam) nor would diethylcarbamazine be given for only three days in treating the various types of filariasis. The American trade name of diethylcarbamazine (Hetrazan) is given on several occasions, but its British counterpart (Banocide) has no mention, and we are told that it is of value in killing adult onchocercal worms (whereas its real value is against microfilarim and not against adult worms). On the subject of leishmaniasis the author does less than justice to China's successful eradication of the disease when he says on page 35: 'In China large numbers of cases occur in infants', and he makes no mention of the disseminated anergic cutaneous form which is of great interest to clinician and immunologist alike. It is a pity that a number of spelling errors were not corrected at the proof-reading stage, e.g. 'Deloxamide' (for Diloxanide), 'Bithional' (for Bithionol), 'Fantonin' (for Fantorin), and 'Woodruffe' (for Woodruff).
A reprinting of the book with these minor faults corrected would deservedly receive universal acclaim.
W H JOPLING

Thoughts on Modem Anmsthesia A Critical Appraisal of Some Aspects of Present-day Practice by C Langton Hewer MB BS MRCP FFARCS pp x+62 illustrated 20s London: J & A Churchill 1970
In the normal course of events today's conservative was yesterday's rabble rouser and will be tomorrow's reactionary, but that this is not always the case is clearly demonstrated when the reader discovers that one short paperback of sixty pages contains a balanced and penetrating review of modern anesthesia by one who has been a leader of the specialty for over fifty years.
The author of this work has lived through an explosive era of development in anasthesia, equalled only by the contemporaneous development of aviation, and yet he is able to demonstrate that events have often turned a full circle and techniques, used in the early days but rejected by the next generation, have come back into favour, albeit in a modified form.
Dr Hewer's principal message is 'primum non nocere'; in developing this theme two of his main targets are unnecessarily complicated apparatus and polypharmacy. It must be admitted that, in his enthusiasm, the author sometimes stretches his arguments to the limit but he is right up to date and even includes a cautiously favourable reference to one-drug anwsthesia with ketamine.
Many routine practices are re-examined. Endotracheal anmesthesia comes under close scrutiny; despite its undoubted benefits Dr Hewer feels that intubation has its complications and consequently should not be used unless specifically indicated. The craze for antistatic rubber is shown in proportion, in these days when nonexplosive anwsthesia is the rule rather than the exception, and the danger of electric conduction burns from the cautery is emphasized. Many of today's anwsthetists will disagree with Dr Hewer's condemnation of the routine reversal of neuromuscular blocking agents but, after reading this volume, they may occasionally pause to ask if it is always necessary or desirable.
The concise prose and pleasant dryly humorous style will be familiar to many. The author himself is the first to emphasize that his latest work is not a textbook of anesthesia but, nonetheless, it should become essential reading for all who are connected with anesthesia and applied pharmacology, and a pleasantly assimilated source of background knowledge for others who have a broad interest in medicine.
T B BOULTON
Self-Poisoning by G R Burston MB chB MRCP pp viii+168 30s London: Lloyd-Lutke 1970
In 1962 the Atkins Report dealing with the emergency treatment in hospital of acute poisoning recommended that all casualty departments should have adequate works of reference and a handbook on the immediate treatment of poisoning. There are few, if any, satisfactory volumes available at present for this purpose, and the author obviously intended this book to be a much-needed reference work. It falls short, however, of the standard which would be required for an authoritative source of information. Much of the earlier part of the book, which deals with general aspects of poisoning, contains a mixture of factual data and questionable opinion. Several tables are given containing information such as the social background of patients presenting with drug poisoning, but without any discussion of their implications or reference to them in the text. Apart from grammatical errors in several places, there are meaningless statements, such as the patient's mental state being above or below the
